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DD YOUR VOICE TO THE CALL

LAMBETH CALL BIBLE STUDY
MISSION AND EVANGELISM

INTRODUCTION

These Bible Study materials have been prepared as part of Phase 3 of the Lambeth Conference and the
Lambeth Calls. This Bible Study is about the Lambeth Call on Mission and Evangelism. You can read the
Lambeth Call here

How to use this study
‘Call and Response’ — The Bible Study Format

Each of the Lambeth Calls are offered to the Anglican Communion — inviting response. The Bible Study is based
on a format of ‘Call and Response’. This Bible Study on Mission and Evangelism will invite you to take three
steps:

1. Hear the Call

Read the Lambeth Call and especially its Affirmation (Section 3) about the love of Christ and how this calls us to
share the good news of this love with others. Also read the Specific Requests (Section 4) and notice which ones
speak to you.

2. Listen to Scripture

Turn to Scripture to anchor and enrich this reflection, especially to Matthew 2 verses 1 to 12 and Luke 10 verses
1 to 9, passages which show evangelism taking place in different kinds of way. What can we learn about how we
can evangelise from these passages?

3. Make a Response

Discuss the set questions which will lead you from thinking about the passages to thinking about how you and
your church community can respond to the call to mission and evangelism.

Get Started

1. Hear the Call (10 minutes)
Read the Lambeth Call on Mission and Evangelism. You can read the Lambeth Call here

Read especially its Affirmation in section 3, that ‘Compelled by the love of Christ, that has been poured into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, we are convinced of the world’s need to receive the salvation and redemption the
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gospel proclaims — that all whom God has made hear the good news, in such a way that they can respond in faith
to all God has done in Christ.’

e How does this speak to you?

e In what particular ways do you sense the world needs the salvation and redemption of the gospel?

e How would you describe this need in a way that makes sense to others?

Also read the Specific Requests (Section 4) and notice which ones are especially relevant to your situation.
2. Listen to Scripture (20 minutes)

Turn to Scripture to inspire and guide this reflection. Begin by reading Matthew 2 verses 1 to 12, which shows
one way in which people are brought to Christ.

Notice that the wise men found Jesus because
e they were searching
e they invested their savings in going on a long journey
o they were willing to ask questions and receive help from others
e they trusted a special sign they were given (the star).

The wise men give us a beautiful example of the words of the Call: ‘Compelled by the love of Christ, that has
been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, we are convinced of the world’s need to receive the salvation and
redemption the gospel proclaims’.

Now turn to Luke 10.1-11. This shows a different way in which people come to Christ. This passage comes from
the middle section of the gospel, in which Jesus is on the road with his disciples and taking the gospel message
to towns and villages across Galilee and further afield. It shows how he wanted to extend the reach of what he
was doing and how he entrusted a large group of disciples to help him do this.

What details do you notice about Jesus’ commissioning? Here are some suggestions:

e He sent them in pairs - mission was not to be done alone;

e He sent them to where he intended to go, which means they were supporting his mission and not doing
their own mission;

¢ He encouraged them about a plentiful harvest — that there were many people who would welcome the
good news of God'’s salvation;

e Butlabourers were few - so what they were going to do was crucial;

e They should be ready for opposition — there were wolves who would attack them. Note that this does not
deny the validity of their call.

e They should entrust themselves to those who welcomed them and not go with wealth in their pockets
and power in their hands;

e They would bring healing to the sick and good news about the nearness of God’s saving reign;

e They were to protest against those who rejected their message.

What else do you notice?

What encourages you about the way Jesus sends out the disciples?
What challenges you about the way Jesus sends out the disciples?
Also, how might the Spirit be prompting you as you listen to Jesus?
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3. Make a Response (20 minutes)
How do the passages from Matthew and Luke help and encourage you to evangelise and bear witness to Christ?

How can you and your church community respond to the Lambeth Call, beginning with its first Specific Request,
that ‘every church to seek fervently to be renewed by the wonder and power of the good news of Christ.” How
could you help this to happen? What is needed?

How could you respond to the fourth specific request, that ‘Every Christian joyfully to embrace the calling to be a
witness to Jesus Christ, praying that through this at least one other person each year might come to faith and
grow as a disciple.” Looking around at those close to you, how might you help one of them come to faith and
grow as a disciple?

Decide on some practical steps to take in the week ahead. Note the resources offered by Thy Kingdom Come
[LINK] that encourage us in this task of praying.

Concluding Prayer

Pray that through the Holy Spirit Christ will work within each one of us to show how we can help others come to
faith and grow as disciples of Christ.

The Collect for the Twentieth Sunday after Trinity in the Church of England:
God, the giver of life,

whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church:

by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ
and make us eager to do your will,

that we may share with the whole creation

the joys of eternal life;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
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