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LAMBETH CALL BIBLE STUDY
HUMAN DIGNITY

INTRODUCTION

These Bible Study materials have been prepared as part of Phase 3 of the Lambeth
Conference and the Lambeth Calls. This Bible Study is about the Lambeth Call on Human
Dignity. You can read the Lambeth Call here

How to use this study
‘Call and Response’ — The Bible Study Format

Each of the Lambeth Calls are offered to the Anglican Communion — inviting response. The
Bible Study is based on a format of ‘Call and Response’. This Bible Study on Human Dignity
will invite you to take three steps:

1. Hear the Call

Read the Lambeth Call and especially its affirmation that ‘We are fellow-workers with God (1
Corinthians 3:9), called to protect the gift of human life and the dignity of all human beings.
As Jesus washed the feet of both his denier and betrayer, we are called to follow his
example (John 13:12-17, 34-35). We are called to love one another.’

2. Listen to Scripture

Turn to Scripture to anchor and enrich this reflection, especially to Jesus’ encounter with the
Samaritan women (John 4 verses 1 to 30).

As you read and listen to the passage, reflect upon how Jesus affirmed the dignity of the
women and showed her love, and how she affirmed the dignity of this stranger and his
radical message.

3. Make a Response

Discuss the set questions which will lead you from thinking about the passage to thinking
about how you and your church community can affirm the human dignity of your neighbours
and the strangers among them.
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Get Started

1. Hear the Call (20 minutes)

Read the Lambeth Call on Human Dignity. You can read the Lambeth Call here

Take to heart the Call’s affirmation that ‘We are fellow-workers with God (1 Corinthians 3:9),
called to protect the gift of human life and the dignity of all human beings. As Jesus washed
the feet of both his denier and betrayer, we are called to follow his example (John 13:12-17,
34-35). We are called to love one another.’

Also, notice the statement in Section 3 that ‘the scriptures witness to the inherent dignity and
equality of all human beings because all are made in the image of God. In the great ethnic
and cultural diversities of the Anglican Communion all are made in the image of God. All are
equal. Indeed, it is God’s intent to curate the richness of the world’s cultures in the final and
full revelation of God’s glorious redemption (Rev. 21:24). Therefore, the bishops gathered at
the Lambeth conference 2022 call on the Church to protect the dignity of all creation,
cultures, and human beings.’

2. Listen to Scripture (15 minutes)

Turn to Scripture to anchor and enrich this reflection, especially to Jesus’ encounter with the
Samaritan women in John’s gospel.

Read John 4 verses 1 to 30, which describes how a Samaritan and a Jew, from
communities that hated each other, had a profound conversation with each other. It also
shows how a man and women, who culturally should not have talked to each other,
overcome those barriers to share their wisdom with each other.

As you read the passage ask yourself the following questions:

¢ How would the women have felt as she talked to Jesus?

¢ In what ways does Jesus affirm her dignity?

e How does he show respect for her culture and situation?

¢ In what ways does she affirm the dignity of this stranger at the well?
e How does she receive his radical message?
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3. Make a Response (25 minutes)

Discuss the following questions which will lead you from reflecting on this passage to
thinking about how you and your church community can affirm the human dignity of your
neighbours and especially the strangers who come among you.

1. Where in your neighbourhood, town or village do you normally meet strangers who are
passing through or who have come to live there? How can good conversations start?

2. How can their dignity be affirmed by what you say or do? How can respect be shown to
the culture they bring with them?

3. How can your church community as a whole help to affirm the dignity of neighbours and
strangers especially when there are cultural divides and tensions?

4. What practical steps could your church community take to strengthen this witness? What
could you do to help this happen? Decide on a practical step to take in the week ahead.

Concluding Prayer

Pray that the Holy Spirit will equip you and your church community to affirm the dignity of
neighbours and especially strangers. Pray that you may be given the courage to show
respect across cultural divides and to witness to the love of Christ for all people.

A collect for church communities to have strength to reach out to strangers with hope:

Strengthen for service, Lord,
the hands that have taken holy things;
may the ears which have heard your word

be deaf to clamour and dispute;
may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit;
may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love

shine with the light of hope;
and may the bodies which have been fed with your body

be refreshed with the fullness of your life;
glory to you for ever.
Amen.

(The Post Communion prayer for the Eighth Sunday after Trinity from the Church of England)
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Supporting Resources

Visit the Lambeth Conference website for Lambeth Call resources.

Share Your Story — A Message from Bishop Jo

At each phase of the Journey, you are invited to share what the Lambeth
Call looks like for you in your context. You might choose to share a prayer,
a photo, a short testimony or story, information about one of your projects.

Please share them via our website:
https://www.lambethconference.org/phase-3/share-your-story/

Or contact us on social media:

Facebook: /LambethConference

Instagram: /LambethConference

Twitter: @LambethConf

Or email Bishop Jo Bailey Wells: ShareYourStory@lambethconference.org
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