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LAMBETH CALL
RECONCILIATION

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God'’s
sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ... [Y]ou are

a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are God'’s people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy. 1 Peter 2:4-10

1 Introduction

God's reconciling mission is the ministry of the Church today. We yearn for and commit
to reconciliation through God's saving mercy and grace in Jesus, knowing fully that,
without it, we are impoverished. We are redeemed as a holy nation and are called to
work with God in living out this reconciliation.

2 Declaration

We believe in God who is three in one and one in three. In this Trinity, particularity and
unity are held in the heart of God's being, as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In the life,
death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, God reaches out to an estranged and
fractured humanity by becoming flesh — embodying and reconciling with humanity in
an extraordinary, unique way. In the ultimate reconciliation on the cross, God in Christ
bears witness to the cost and pain involved in reconciling. Each formed in God's image
in unique ways and in different contexts, we are invited into covenantal partnership in
God's mission of reconciliation. Our differences embodied in the Anglican Communion
both challenge and deepen our experience of God in the other. As we join in God's
mission of reconciliation through Jesus in the power of the Spirit, our diversity is
celebrated and our divisions redeemed, as we are made whole in the body of Christ. In
that diverse whole, we more fully reflect the image of God.

Affirmation

31 Relationships across difference can be holy and complex. We acknowledge that
scripture, in particular the 2022 Lambeth Conference’s focal text of 1 Peter, has been
interpreted over time by those wielding power, whether in nations, churches, cultures,
or households, to support the domination and oppression of other human beings. We
are participants in systems that create division, disagreement, and conflict both among
us and within us. Reconciliation requires justice, accountability, and change in society
and in the Church. Without these, oppression and division continue, diminishing the
humanity of all caught up in those systems, regardless of their role. We call on the Holy
Spirit to empower and inspire us as we seek right relations in Christ — among us, within
each of us, with God, and with creation.

3.2  This call reaffirms God's reconciling mission, the ongoing process of bringing us back
to God in and through Christ, as the Church’s ministry. Recognising that those in
power have sometimes used talk of reconciliation to maintain systems of power and
impede efforts towards justice and wholeness, we seek a Communion-wide focus on
this ministry as it is embodied in our different contexts.! As we witness together, we
practise the reconciling habits highlighted at the Lambeth Conference: being curious
and wondering about each other’s unigue experiences; being present with each other,
listening attentively and without judgement; and reimagining our own contexts as
our understanding is prayerfully expanded.i We seek to practise reconciliation in every
aspect of our lives, both seen and unseen.
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Special Requests (The Calls)

We call upon Anglicans worldwide to turn to God in prayer for refreshment in Christ's
distinctive offering of mercy and grace amidst the fracture, division and polarisation
around us and between us. We encourage engagement with the diverse liturgies used
across the Anglican Communion which invite us to repentance and renewal and which
give expression to God'’s gift of reconciliation.

We commit ourselves as bishops to urge our dioceses to join in this Communion-
wide practice of reconciliation, utilising available reconciliation resources.m We affirm
the ‘Calls’ on the Environment and the Sustainable Development Goals and the ‘Call’
on Ecumenism as examples of a Communion-wide commitment to reconciliation in
relation to God's creation and other denominations.

We commit ourselves as bishops to encourage the next generation by celebrating
their contribution to the ministry of reconciliation and nurturing their hopes. We will
create space for listening and responding to their hurts and generational pain, and
empowering their full participation in reconciliation initiatives.

We invite Anglican seminaries and training programmes around the Communion,
supported by the new Commission on Theological Education and the Colleges and
Universities of the Anglican Communion network, to create spaces for training and
dialogue on reconciliation as a fundamental part of our identity as followers of Christ,
hearing particularly from theologians in areas of the Communion that have historically
had less power.

Acknowledging the pain of racial, cultural and caste discrimination and inspired by
many Anglican churches' work in truth-telling and reckoning with these realities,

we invite each province to an exercise of self-examination and reflection, listening
respectfully to the experiences of those who have historically been, and continue to
be, marginalised in their contexts and in their church.v¥ And we call each Instrument of
Communion to engage in a similar self-examining, listening exercise.

As we recognise the centrality of justice and accountability in God'’s reconciliation, we
call upon the ACC to outline a plan for better understanding and interrogating the
legacy of colonialism within the Anglican Communion. This might include, but is not
limited to, mission practices grounded in imperialistic assumptions, and systems that
remain complicit in colonialism. We hope it will build on work already done through
the ACC.

We call upon the Archbishop of Canterbury, together with the ACC Standing
Committee, to renew and refresh the conversation with our sisters and brothers in
provinces and dioceses unable to join us at Lambeth Conference 2022, seeking to build a
fuller life together as an Anglican family of churches.

We call upon the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Primates, and the ACC to raise the
profile of existing funding streams and networks that will support peacebuilding
responses and those standing for justice and wholeness in provinces experiencing
acute conflict.

Implementation

We ask that each province engage with a reconciliation resource of their choice by the
2025 Primates’ Meeting, in order to share stories from that experience and from listening
to groups who have historically been marginalised.”

We invite the Commission on Theological Education to support seminaries creating
spaces for dialogue and to report on resulting outcomes at ACC-19.
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53 We ask the instruments of Coommunion to receive questions and testimonies from each
province in order to begin their exercises of self-examination. We hope they will respond
with suggested actions by 2025.

54 We expect the ACC to report at the ACC-19 on its progress with, and plans for, studying
the historic legacy of colonialism with fresh eyes and questioning mission practices that
may still be grounded in imperialistic assumptions and practices, and systems that may
continue to be complicit in colonialism, working with the Anglican Indigenous Network
and others living with the continuing impact of colonialism.

55 We invite the peacebuilding function of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Reconciliation
team, working with the Anglican Communion Fund and Anglican Peace and Justice
Network, to report to primates on ways to develop peacebuilding responses and support
for individual peacebuilders in provinces experiencing acute conflict.

56 We ask the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Standing Committee of ACCYi to report
on the renewed conversation with the those provinces and dioceses who were unable to
join us at Lambeth 2022 at ACC-19.

57 We ask that the Anglican Communion Youth Network and the Archbishop of
Canterbury’'s Reconciliation team present ideas for engaging young people in
reconciliation initiatives as soon as practical and celebrate what has been developed by
young people at the following ACC.

End notes

i. We acknowledge that the very term ‘reconciliation’ has become loaded in some contexts,
either denoting one particular area of fractured relationships and/or becoming unhelpfully
politicised. We also note that the concept of reconciliation is expressed differently among
different contexts. For example, there is no word for reconciliation in Kiswahili but instead
the notion of two sides meeting to move forward together. In Fiji, reconciliation is expressed
by offering forgiveness as a gift. If it is received in humility, there is reconciliation and
embrace. In Congo, the notion is expressed through a word meaning shared inheritance.

ii. For more information about these habits, see the Ministry in a Conflicted World
course offered to bishops in preparation for the Lambeth Conference: https://www.
lambethconference.org/programme/ministry-in-a-conflicted-world/the-course/

iii. Resources may include those recommended by Anglican provinces or Anglican Networks
e.g. the Anglican Indigenous Network or Anglican Peace and Justice Network, or the
Difference course from the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Reconciliation Ministry and his
book ‘The Power of Reconciliation’.

iv. See for example Anglican Church in Canada, the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New
Zealand and Polynesia, and the most recent work done on racism and white supremacy
in The Episcopal Church.

V. The Standing Committee is responsible for the ongoing function of the ACC between
meetings of the whole bodly.

Vi. Resources may include those recommended by Anglican provinces or Anglican Networks
e.g. the Anglican Indigenous Network or Anglican Peace and Justice Network, or the
Difference course from the Archbishop of Canterbury's Reconciliation Ministry and his
book ‘The Power of Reconciliation’.

vii.  The Standing Committee is responsible for the ongoing function of the ACC between
meetings of the whole body.
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